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• Slideshow: SJSU football team wins its last home game 
on Saturday
• Slideshow: Saint Mary’s defeats SJSU men’s basketball 
team 78-71 on Monday 
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Tomey a winner in home fi nale
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University Police Department holds 
 Holiday Toy Drive to help needy families 
By My Nguyen
Staff Writer
See TOY, Page 3
42˚
Last year, the University Police Department provided 
more than 250 families with 
toys and food for the holiday 
season, a UPD offi  cial said.
Sgt. John Laws said that 
this year the university police is 
aiming to donate food and toys 
to at least 200 families.
“Th e program is designed 
for us to give back to our com-
munity,” he said. “We’ve been 
able to provide toys and food 
for members of the community 
and local children every holiday 
season for the last 17 years.”
Marthe Rana, a senior busi-
ness marketing major, said giv-
ing to those less fortunate is 
important because everyone de-
serves to celebrate the holidays. 
“Every kid should get some-
thing on Christmas,” she said.
Jorge Cadena, a senior health 
science major, said the holiday 
toy drive is an example of what 
everyone should be doing this 
holiday season.
“Everyone is obsessed with 
what they’re getting for Christ-
mas,” he said. “We should be 
worried about those who won’t 
be getting anything.” 
Laws said Sgt. Amado 
Ramirez founded the program 
because he wanted to give back 
to the members of the commu-
nity. 
“He was actually living in 
the community at the time and 
saw a need,” he said.
Donations will go to mem-
bers of the university commu-
nity, Laws said, which includes 
people who live near the cam-
pus as well as families who live 
further away.
He said university po-
lice contacts local elementary 
schools and churches to get lists 
of families that are in need.
Laws said campus police 
would contact the families and 
have them fi ll out paperwork 
to provide information such as 
how many children there are 
in the household and the chil-
dren’s names and ages. 
He said there are no criteria 
that the families must meet in 
order to be eligible for the pro-
gram. 
“If we were to start really 
making people meet specifi c 
criteria, it really kind of defeats 
the purpose of us giving back, 
and turns into an investigation 
and not just a charitable event,” 
Laws said.
He said UPD would accept 
donations up until the holi-
days.
“People can donate toys and 
food, but for the most part, 
what we really fi nd useful is 
money,” Laws said. “Because 
that gives us more fl exibility 
to let us go out and buy spe-
cifi c toys for specifi c children’s 
ages.”
Laws said it is sometimes 
diffi  cult to match a toy to a 
specifi c child, but it’s easier to 
identify a child and go buy a 
specifi c toy. 
Laws said people can drop 
off  toys in collection bins that 
are set up throughout campus, 
while canned and nonperish-
able food can be donated in 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Li-
brary.
“If people aren’t sure where 
to donate, people can bring 
their donations to the UPD,” 
he said. 
Laws said there are two dif-
ferent delivery methods.
“For people that are very lo-
cal, we actually go out to the 
homes and deliver,” he said. 
“And for those who live further 
out, we have delivery here in 
Several Spartan players respond to SJSU placekicker Tyler Cope’s fi eld goal with 34 seconds remaining, giving the Spartans a 13-10 victory 
Saturday.
[ Kirsten Aguilar / Spartan Daily ]
By Joey Akeley
Sports Editor
See WIN, Page 6
After the Spartans’ victory, SJSU head coach Dick 
Tomey hugged his seniors while 
being doused in a shower of 
Gatorade.
“I was trying to avoid that 
at all costs, because I knew how 
damn cold it was,” Tomey said. 
“It was wonderful. When they 
got me, it felt so good.”
It was a reminder of all the 
good times Tomey has had at 
Spartan Stadium.
Tomey, who was coaching his 
fi nal game at Spartan Stadium, 
and the Spartans (2-9) won 
their fi rst conference game, 13-
10, over the New Mexico State 
Aggies (3-9) on Saturday.
A refl ective Tomey said after 
the game that he has “never had 
a more satisfying victory.”
With the game tied 10-10 in 
the fourth quarter, SJSU quarter-
back Jordan La Secla found wide 
receiver Jalal Beauchman wide 
open on a short crossing route. 
Beauchman would turn the short 
pass into a 57-yard gain.
By Ryan Fernandez
Staff Writer
See DEGREE, Page 2
The College of Engineering will be launching three new 
degree programs, designed to help 
students and working professionals 
learn new skills to use in the job 
market, in June 2010.
Ahmed Hambaba, associate 
dean of the College of Engineer-
ing, said the new degree programs 
were in the fi elds of analog and 
mixed signals, cloud computing 
and clean technology, and are 
geared to help working profession-
als.
“We’re targeting people who 
have been laid off  and need to 
develop new skills,” he said. “It’s 
also good for companies who are 
looking to give new skills to their 
workers.”
Hambaba said the new pro-
grams are meant to refl ect shifts in 
the technology industry, as com-
panies alter their business practices 
and products to accommodate 
technological advances and eco-
nomic problems.
“You constantly have to learn 
new things, because technology is 
dynamic,” he said. “We’re prepar-
ing professionals to retool them-
selves. We’re trying to help them 
acquire knowledge for the next 
one or two decades.
“Last year, Silicon Valley lost a 
lot of jobs. Many people were laid 
off , and the landscape of the job 
market has changed dramatically.”
Binh Truong, a freshman aero-
space engineering major, said a 
continuing education is necessary 
to be able to compete for jobs.
“Technology is so vital to our 
survival,” Truong said. “You have 
to keep learning. You have to keep 
up with what’s new in order to get 
a job or even keep your job.”
Hambaba said the curriculum 
for each program was determined 
by a committee of faculty members 
and technology industry experts 
from companies such as Google, 
Hewlett-Packard Co. and IBM.
“Each course will be co-taught 
by a faculty member and an indus-
try expert,” he said. “Th e teacher 
provides the depth of knowledge 
needed for a graduate program, 
while the expert knows what the 
industry is looking for in work-
ers.”
In addition to contributing 
experts to help teach and plan 
curricula, Hambaba said Silicon 
Valley companies would also allow 
courses to be taught off -campus at 
their own facilities.
[ Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily ]
The University Police Department Toy Bin, which is 
located in the UPD offi ce, is part of  a program that 
donates toys to San Jose families.
Engineering college plans 
to help broaden skills
[John Sebastian Russo / Spartan Daily ]
View a slideshow of  the Spartans’ victory over New 
Mexico State at TheSpartanDaily.com.
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Believe it or not, the man on 
the light rail, who appears to be 
staring out the window, might 
have just  experienced a seizure.
And nobody noticed.
Junior fi nance major Jeff  Mc-
Nulty has complex partial seizure 
disorder, which falls under the In-
ternational Classifi cation of Epi-
leptic Seizures, and can include 
symptoms of deja vu, uncontrol-
lable laughter, or visual hallucina-
tions, according to the Neurology 
Channel Web site.
Th e Neurology Channel is de-
veloped and monitored by board-
certifi ed physicians who provide 
information on conditions that af-
fect the nervous system, the Web 
site states.
“Th e seizures that I have most 
often are these little deja vu deals,” 
McNulty said. “So it’s kind of 
like where you have a memory 
that you know has never actu-
ally happened but it feels like 
you’re remembering something. 
    “You’re kind of like in a daze, 
like you’re on drugs or something 
like that.”
McNulty said the deja vu 
episodes occur at random and last 
for about 15 to 20 seconds.
“Like in ‘Th e Matrix,’ when the 
cat walks by twice, it’s sort of like 
that,” he said. “Usually, when you 
have a deja vu, it lasts for maybe a 
second. But with me, I kind of get 
stuck in it for an extended period 
of time. It’s really weird.”
McNulty said the fi rst time he 
experienced his symptoms was as 
a 17-year-old senior at Indepen-
dence High School.
“We spoke to some doctors,” 
he said. “Nobody had any idea 
what it was.”
He would have received a 
prompt diagnosis if he talked to 
a neurologist sooner, but the doc-
tors only continued to run tests, 
he said.
Melanie McNulty, Jeff ’s mom, 
said he was diagnosed as having 
complex partial seizure disorder in 
October 2006 after having a con-
vulsive seizure while at work.
“His fi rst grand mal seizure 
happened when he was in the 
Marine Corps,” she said. “He was 
working at Camp Pendleton in 
San Diego.”
Grand mal seizures include a 
loss of consciousness, increased 
muscle tone and jerking move-
ments, according to the Neurol-
ogy Channel Web site.
McNulty said he was in the 
convulsive seizure for about fi ve 
minutes while people were around 
him.
“You pretty much just convulse 
on the fl oor until all your energy is 
gone out of your body and then 
fall asleep for two days,” he said. “I 
ended up getting retired from the 
military because of it.”
Th e second time McNulty 
said he experienced a convulsive 
seizure was in September 2009, 
while taking a two-week speed 
reading class held in Clark Hall.
“I woke up, in the classroom, 
on the fl oor,” he said. “Th ey had 
me on a stretcher, the EMTs, and 
I just woke up. I dislocated both 
my shoulders just from the inten-
sity of the strain that my muscles 
were putting my joints through.”
Th ere has been a family history 
of epilepsy, McNulty’s mother 
said, but it has remained under 
control.
“I guess the biggest thing I 
wonder is why this happens to 
him,” she said. “I’ve been with 
him a few times when he’s had his 
seizures — he just stares and then 
he gets sick to his stomach or re-
ally tired.”
McNulty said the nature of a 
seizure involves misfi ring neurons 
in a person’s brain.
“It’s just like these crazy waves 
of electrical signals that are go-
ing through your brain that aren’t 
supposed to be there,” he said. 
“Th ere’s a certain level of electrical 
signals that occur within the brain, 
and when that level goes above the 
threshold, you have a seizure.”
Th e seizures are usually central-
ized in a specifi c area of the brain, 
McNulty said.
“So with some people, if the 
seizures are close to their cerebel-
lum — the part of the brain that 
controls your muscles — that’s 
when people have problems with 
convulsions,” he said. “But with 
me, I guess the waves weren’t that 
close which might be why I’ve 
only had two.”
Madel Canete, McNulty’s girl-
friend for four years, said she has 
been around McNulty when he 
has had his deja vu episodes.
“Let’s say we’re just having a 
normal conversation — like I’m 
on the computer, and he’s on his 
bed, and we’re talking — all of a 
sudden, he’ll stop talking and kind 
of stare in space,” Canete said.
Th e deja vu seizures occur as 
frequent as every couple hours 
over a period of two or three days 
— usually once a month, McNul-
ty said.
Canete said she can tell when 
McNulty is going through a deja-
vu seizure, since she has seen him 
go through it many times.
“He doesn’t do anything very 
diff erent, like if people saw him, 
they wouldn’t know that there’s 
anything wrong,” she said. “He’ll 
stare into space and not really pay 
attention until he’s like, ‘Hey, I 
think I just had a seizure.’”
McNulty said when he’s hav-
ing a deja vu seizure, his facial ex-
pression might start to change as 
he falls into a daze.
“I might get a little worried 
look on my face, like, ‘Oh shit, it’s 
happening again,’” he said. “And 
then I kind of like just stare off  
into space with a worried look. 
Th at’s about it.”
Another symptom of com-
plex   partial seizure disorder are 
automatisms, which is automatic 
repetitive behavior, according to 
the Neurology Channel Web site.
Canete said she has seen her 
boyfriend exhibit similar behav-
ior.
“Th ere’s times when he would 
just stand up and go to the kitchen 
and come back, like without any 
reason,” she said. “Just for no rea-
son  — he just does it, goes to the 
kitchen, comes back to his room, 
and sits down.”
Nausea is another symptom 
Canete said McNulty experiences.
“It’s called the ‘aura,’ like they 
taste something diff erent or they 
can smell something weird,” 
she said. “His senses are kind of 
messed up, so when he’s having 
this aura, he tastes something 
weird, and he gets nauseated. In 
some way, you’re brain is messed 
up, and so you’re whole system is 
aff ected.”
Doctors have prescribed him 
various types of medications to 
ease his symptoms, McNulty said.
“What the drugs try to do is 
lower that threshold so that you 
don’t have any seizures,” he said. 
“You take the drugs, and they slow 
everything down so that if the 
electrical signals start to build up, 
they don’t reach the threshold.”
Although the medications seem 
eff ective, McNulty and Canete 
said they have noticed their side 
eff ects.
“Before, I was having a lot of 
trouble,” McNulty said. “Th ey 
would basically just make me stu-
pid all the time.”
Canete said she has noticed 
McNulty becoming more forget-
ful, and she is unsure whether that 
is a result of the seizures or the 
medications.
“After a seizure, it takes him a 
while, like his brain is fried,” she 
said. “So for the whole day he 
can’t function very well, like, he’s 
very slow. And he’s a really smart 
guy.”
Canete also said that the sei-
zures cause a delay in response 
when McNulty is asked a ques-
tion.
“If I ask him something super 
simple like, ‘Where are we going,’ 
it takes him about a full minute to 
answer you, because he’s still try-
ing to fi gure out what you’re say-
ing,” she said. “It doesn’t register 
right away. Th e episodes slow his 
brain down real bad.”
McNulty’s mother said she has 
noticed improvement, since doc-
tors changed his prescription.
“For a while, he did get very 
frustrated and wondered why it 
happened to him,” she said. “He’s 
on a really good medication now, 
so he’s pretty much under control, 
and he just continues to do what 
he does.”
McNulty’s said that his com-
plex partial seizure disorder does 
not aff ect his social life in any way 
— he continues to go out with 
his friends, study and attend class, 
and work part time for a mortgage 
company.
“I’m sure some people would 
have problems with it where they’ll 
feel like they have a disability, but 
it doesn’t really disable me at all,” 
he said. “My buddies make fun of 
me all the time, and I make fun of 
myself so it’s not really an issue.”
By Regina Aquino
Staff Writer
Deja vu all over again for university student
He said that since students 
would be working directly with 
companies and company em-
ployees, it might be possible for 
students to be hired immediately 
after receiving a degree from the 
program.
Hambaba said the partnership 
between SJSU and the technol-
ogy industry was instrumental in 
developing these new degree pro-
grams.
“It’s all about the partnership,” 
he said.
Hambaba said the new degree 
programs are emphases within 
larger programs, not stand-alone 
degrees.
“Analog and mixed signals are 
part of electrical engineering,” he 
said. “Cloud computing is part 
of software engineering and clean 
technology is in engineering.”
Th e College of Engineering 
Web site states that students in the 
analog and mixed signal program 
will be taught how to design ana-
log and mixed signal functions for 
the integrated circuits used in elec-
tronic devices.
According to the Network-
world Web site, cloud computing 
is a way of harnessing the comput-
ing power and data storage capa-
bilities of networked computers 
and servers. Information is stored 
within the network, allowing a 
user to access that information 
without having to be at a specifi c 
computer, as well as utilize the 
combined computing power of all 
the systems in the network.
Shivanshu Singh, a graduate 
student in software engineering, 
said he hoped the curriculum for 
the cloud computing program 
would be able to quickly adapt to 
changes in the technology.
“People need to have a sub-
stantial amount of knowledge for 
that,” he said. “Th ey have to be 
able to appreciate that the knowl-
edge they’re working with can 
change.”
Hambaba said the programs 
would run at an accelerated rate, 
with students expected to fi nish 
within a year-and-a-half to two 
years. He said each course would 
take eight weeks to complete.
According to the College of 
Engineering Web site, these pro-
grams will off er classes in the eve-
nings and on weekends to accom-
modate working students.
Hambaba said program ex-
penses would be paid out of stu-
dent fees, which he estimates will-
cost about $650 per unit.
“Th ey’re self-supporting pro-
grams,” he said. “Th e university 
pays for nothing.” 
DEGREE
From Page 1
Junior fi nance major Jeff  McNulty on the lower fl oor of  
King Library on Monday. McNulty was diagnosed with 
complex partial seizure disorder a few years ago. 
His fi rst symptoms were recurring episodes of  deja 
vu when he was 17 years old.
[ Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily ]
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By Hank Drew
Executive Editor
Signaling the importance 
of social media in society, the 
New Oxford American Diction-
ary has named “unfriend” as its 
2009 Word of the Year, accord-
ing to a company press release.
“It has both currency and po-
tential longevity,” said Christine 
Lindberg, a senior lexicographer 
for Oxford’s U.S. dictionary 
program in a Nov. 16 press re-
lease. “In the online social net-
working context, its meaning is 
understood, so its adoption as 
a modern verb form makes this 
an interesting choice for Word 
of the Year.
“Most ‘un-’ prefi xed words 
are adjectives (unacceptable, un-
pleasant), and there are certainly 
some familiar ‘un-’ verbs (uncap, 
unpack), but ‘unfriend’ is diff er-
ent from the norm. It assumes a 
verb sense of ‘friend’ that is re-
ally not used (at least not since 
maybe the 17th century).”
Jonathan Lovell, a profes-
sor of English with the English 
Education program, said the 
question dictionaries ask about 
words like ‘unfriend’ is whether 
the word is common enough 
that it could be understood by a 
majority of English speakers.
“If you said ‘unfriend’ would 
someone understand you?” 
Lovell said. “Would its com-
municative value be common 
enough?”
He said he does feel that dic-
tionaries should refl ect language 
that is in use and compare lan-
guage to biologists describing 
diff erent species.
He said biologists would 
want to describe life as it exists 
now, and not in the past.
“Language has a similar 
evolving dimension,” Lovell 
said. “It is not living in the same 
sense that species are living, but 
because it is used for commu-
nicative purposes among liv-
ing people, and living people 
change.”
Junior English major Abel 
Vera said he agreed with Lovell’s 
view of language as an evolving 
creature.
“I think it’s a good thing, be-
cause our language is always de-
veloping and it is good to break 
away from tradition and to ex-
periment,” he said.
As a creative writer, Vera said 
he likes to experiment with writ-
ing and try new things.
“I always tend to make up 
new words in my writing as 
well,” he said. “I think it is very 
progressive. It’s shaping our gen-
eration.”
Senior psychology major An-
drew Ha said he fi nds it amusing 
that words from the Internet are 
being accepted into the canon of 
common language.
“I guess it is somewhat OK,” 
Ha said. “I don’t see anything 
wrong with it. Now ‘google’ is a 
verb — to google it.”
Steve Sloan, a journalism 
and mass communications lec-
turer, said he thinks ‘unfriend’ 
being added to the New Oxford 
American Dictionary is a good 
thing because it refl ects the way 
people are interacting.
“For example, a “Facebook 
friend” is not necessarily the 
same thing as a ‘friend,’” said 
Sloan, a help desk specialist. 
“If I was really sad, I may not 
go and tell all of my ‘Facebook 
friends.’ We wouldn’t typically 
tell a ‘real’ friend that you are 
now ‘unfriended.’”
He said he feels this addition 
is worthy because Facebook has 
become such an important part 
of our lives.
“It’s become the social space,” 
Sloan said. “It’s become the 
community center. I think that 
having these words be put into 
common usage is quite appro-
priate, because that is the way 
people are living their lives.”
Technology
hashtag - a # 
[hash] sign added to 
a word or phrase that 
enables Twitter users 
to search for tweets 
(postings on the Twit-
ter site) that contain 
similarly tagged items 
and view thematic 
sets
 intexticated - dis-
tracted because tex-
ting on a cell phone 
while driving a ve-
hicle
 netbook - a small, 
very portable laptop 
computer with limited 
memory
 paywall - a way 
of blocking access to 
a part of a website 
which is only avail-
able to paying sub-
scribers
 sexting - the send-
ing of sexually explic-
it texts and pictures 
by cell phone
Economy
freemium - a busi-
ness model in which 
some basic services 
are provided for free, 
with the aim of entic-
ing users to pay for 
additional, premium 
features or content
funemployed - 
taking advantage of 
one’s newly unem-
ployed status to have 
fun or pursue other 
interests
zombie bank - a 
fi nancial institution 
whose liabilities are 
greater than its as-
sets, but which con-
tinues to operate be-
cause of government 
support
Politics
Ardi - (Ardipith-
ecus ramidus) oldest 
known hominid, dis-
covered in Ethiopia 
during the 1990s and 
announced to the pub-
lic in 2009
birther - a con-
spiracy theorist who 
challenges President 
Obama’s US birth cer-
tifi cate
choice mom - a 
person who chooses to 
be a single mother
death panel - a 
theoretical body that 
determines which pa-
tients deserve to live, 
when care is rationed
teabagger - a per-
son who protests 
President Obama’s 
tax policies and stim-
ulus package, often 
through local 
demonstrat ions 
known as “Tea Party” 
protests (in allusion 
to the Boston Tea Par-
ty of 1773
Environment
brown state - a US 
state that does not 
have strict environ-
mental regulations
green state - a US 
state that has strict 
environmental regu-
lations
ecotown - a town 
built and run on eco-
friendly principles
Source: 
Oxford University Press
the lobby of the University Po-
lice Department, where people 
can come and get their stuff  and 
take photos with Santa.”
Laws said he doesn’t know 
how many toys have been col-
lected so far, but university po-
lice has leftover toys stored from 
last year as well as toys being 
donated from programs such as 
Family Giving Tree and other 
community programs. 
“Th e foundation of our pro-
gram is not just employees of the 
university, or the police depart-
ment, but those programs that 
we can seek out that can provide 
support for our program by pro-
viding donations themselves,” 
he said. 
Laws said everyone should be 
mindful of others during diffi  -
cult economic times.  
“Everybody has their own 
lifestyle level that they can 
limit themselves to,” he said. 
“But there are people who live 
below those levels that cannot 
provide for basic holidays, and 
we shouldn’t be the only ones 
to have a holiday. Th e holiday 
should be for everybody.”
‘Unfriend’ chosen as Word of the Year
Oxford American Dictionary 
Word of  the Year fi nalists
An economist visited SJSU to 
share his spiritual and harmoni-
ous approaches to reviving the 
economy on Monday.
More than 20 people were 
present in the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library while Kamran 
Mofi d lectured about incorporat-
ing a peaceful and healthy way of 
living into today’s economy.
“(Students) should start to 
think more about the bigger pic-
ture of life,” Mofi d said. “What 
makes them happy, what they 
think a good life is. …What they 
think a good friendship and rela-
tionship is.”
He said he wanted students to 
think about foreign nations.
“Th en I also want the students 
to think more about what their 
relationship with the outside of 
the United States,” Mofi d said. 
“With the young people in other 
parts of the world — with the 
people in the Middle East, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and Latin America 
and so on … you are all together 
here, and we are facing the same 
problem.”
He said the United States has 
turned into a country that is all 
about money and not about love, 
peace and happiness.
“I am not against money,” 
Mofi d said. “But (some countries) 
have got to have other values to 
go along with capitalism or it will 
collapse.”
Th e art of happiness and love 
has been lost in the world because 
of money, he said.
Socorro De La Cruz, a student 
at Gavilan College in Gilroy, said 
she didn’t pay attention to the role 
she played in the United States’ 
economic situation.
“We do have to play that 
part, we can’t live in our bubbles, 
because if we don’t then things 
won’t change,” she said. “I’ve al-
ways just never cared about what 
goes on in the outside word … I 
didn’t want to come.
“I came thinking that it was 
going to be a lecture I couldn’t 
identify with — that the subject 
would be way above my head, 
and that I would not be able to 
relate to what was said.”
Mofi d said people around the 
world need to acknowledge the 
need for new democratic institu-
tions.
He said that the new demo-
cratic institutions would need to 
adhere to the people and not the 
stock market.
“For me, we are all like a 
bird with two wings,” Mofi d 
said. “Ever seen a bird with one 
wing?”
He said each person has two 
sides — one side is the materialis-
tic side and the other is the spiri-
tual side.
Junior anthropology major 
Sheryl Soong said she usually uses 
her materialistic wing more.
Mofi d said the economic mar-
ket should be a servant of the peo-
ple and not the peoples’ master.
He said students are under 
constant pressure from the media 
and advertisements to conform to 
standards and to spend money on 
materialistic items.
“When I used to teach at the 
university, I used to always advise 
my students before they got jobs 
to go and see the world,” Mofi d 
said. “Go and live in other parts 
of the world — engage with other 
types of people.”
He said because the United 
States is so large, it’s diffi  cult for 
some people to mix with people 
from other nations.
“Not many people have en-
gaged at a serious level with the 
outside world, and it’s about time 
that U.S. people go out and meet 
the world,” Mofi d said. “So bring 
the world to the United States to 
meet them.”
By Alicia Johnson
Staff Writer
Economist speaks about global harmony
Economist Kamran Mofi d, who is the founder and 
current director of  the Globalization for the Common 
Good Initiative, gives a lecture on socially conscious 
economic policies in the King Library on Monday.
[ Dave Cabebe / Spartan Daily ]
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Tomorrow 3 Thursday
Help Me! I Have Test Anxiety! 
12 p.m. at Clark Hall in Room 118. 
For more information, contact
Veronica Mendoza 
at Veronica.Mendoza@sjsu.edu.
Fundreds of Dollar Bills 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Kappa 
Delta chapter house on 189 S. 11th 
street.  Anyone from SJSU 
and all Greek chapters are welcome.
“Refl ections of a Front Line Soldier 
– Benjamin Anthony” 
at 4:30 at the Almaden Room inside 
the Student Union.  For more infor-
mation, contact Maya Kostyanovsky 
at (408) 896 -3533.
Aerobicthon 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Spartan 
Complex Room 44B. For more 
information, contact Carol Sullivan 
at (408) 924-3022. 
Overcoming Stress 
at 1:30 p.m. at Clark Hall in Room 
118. For more information, contact
Veronica Mendoza 
at Veronica.Mendoza@sjsu.edu.
[ Rachel Peterson / Spartan Daily ]
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Despite the yearly bleating of 
right-wing pundits, there is no 
war on Christmas in the heart of 
Silicon Valley.
In its 30th year, Christmas in 
the Park remains one of the most 
joyous reasons 
to spend time 
in downtown 
San Jose dur-
ing the holi-
day season, 
even for the 
most hardened 
cynics.
I’ve been 
agnostic for 
more than 20 years, and I still love 
Christmas. Perhaps the myth of 
Christmas, as we currently cele-
brate it, allows me to step outside 
my daily grind and into a snowy 
world of wonder.
My wife and I have been mak-
ing the trek to Plaza de Cesar 
Chavez on Christmas Eve for 
years.
Usually, we have dinner in one 
of the local restaurants and then 
walk through the park, which was 
fi lled with families of all colors, 
shapes and sizes.
Christmas in the Park con-
sists of diff erent displays that 
have been donated over 
the years.
Some displays are 
static. Others are whir-
ring “animatronic” 
displays of various 
winter scenes.
“Th e Orna-
ment Mine” 
depicts litt le 
snow creatures mining 
shiny globes from the 
white-capped earth. “Tree Deco-
rators” has Santa and his elves 
trimming a tree on Christmas 
Eve.
If viewed with a child’s eyes, 
these displays are magic.
Every few minutes, snow ma-
chines spit bits of soft  ice onto 
the heads of anyone standing 
beneath them.
For children reared in the Val-
ley, this could be a fi rst encounter 
with snow.
I also en-
joyed the dif-
ferent theme-
decorated trees 
from various 
organizations 
and schools.
Th e school 
sponsored trees 
in particular 
were interest-
ing, because of the do-it-your-
self ingenuity of the childrens’ 
decorations.
Christmas in the Park also fea-
tured a few rides, most aimed at 
children.
One particular candy-colored 
ride sported a sign that said it was 
once housed at Michael Jackson’s 
Neverland Ranch and was actu-
ally ridden by Jackson.
Jackson fans will 
fi nd this an interest-
ing tidbit of pop 
history. Honest-
ly, I found it 
a bit creepy.
A n o t h e r 
b i g 
draw 
is back again this year.
While not offi  cially consid-
ered a Christmas in the Park 
att raction, Downtown Ice 
transforms the Christmas 
experience into an athletic one.
Th e Circle of Palms Plaza 
outside the San Jose Museum 
of Art houses an outdoor skat-
ing rink. I wondered about the 
practicality of this rink in times of 
resource shortages.
Th ese concerns fell away 
as I witnessed families grace-
fully gliding around the soft 
outdoor ice.
Adults may skate for $13 for 
the whole evening. SJSU stu-
dents take note, Downtown 
Ice off ers a $2 discount for 
a VTA or bus pass. I suspect 
the Eco Pass will work for this 
discount.
In these conditions, I 
almost forgot I was witness-
ing people ice-skating outdoors 
in California. I was never even 
able to skate outdoors in the 
sometimes-harsh winters of 
Western Kentucky.
Th e one main feature current-
ly missing from the park is Santa. 
Th e Jolly One will arrive at the 
park on Dec. 6, aft er the San Jose 
Holiday Parade.
If you kick the internal cynic 
to the curb, Christmas in the Park 
can be a great, mostly free, way 
to break the stress of the coming 
fi nals and term papers.
Strolling around the park with 
a with a companion while drinking 
hot  chocolate  and munching  a 
churro could almost send 
one back to a time when 
Christmas was real.
Eventeview:R
By Hank Drew
Executive Editor
Christmas in the Park melts away end of  semester stress
Spectators came to admire one of  the many displays at Christmas in the Park located at Plaza de Cesar Chavez in 
downtown San Jose.
The brightly lit Ferris wheel is one ride featured 
at Christmas in the Park.
[ Hank Drew/ Spartan Daily ]
[ Hank Drew / Spartan Daily ]
“If you kick the internal 
cynic to the curb, 
Christmas in the Park can 
be a great, mostly free, 
way to break the stress 
of the coming finals 
and term papers.”
[ Rachel Peterson / Spartan Daily ]
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Idol performs pitch perfect
By Minh Pham
Arts & Entertainment Editor
American Idol knew what they were 
doing when they chose Kelly Clarkson 
— the girl can sing. Th e powerhouse 
vocalist performed at the Event Center 
for her “All I Ever Wanted” tour on Sun-
day night to a full crowd.
Th e aesthetics of the show were 
toned down, probably confi dent that 
the main att raction would provide a 
good show. A simple stage setup put 
the focus on Clarkson’s voice, which the 
singer took full advantage.
Clarkson’s outfi t was refreshing, 
donning only a red, bedazzled T-shirt 
with simple black slacks. She obviously 
didn’t need to rely on being scantily 
clad and dolled-up beyond recognition 
to capture the audience’s att ention.
Charismatic and relaxed, Clarkson 
made easy, short conversations with 
fans, declaring them the loudest fans she 
has heard so far during the tour, eliciting 
even louder screams from the audience. 
Th e audience was, surprisingly, an older 
crowd, but the screams were obviously 
from excited teenage girls.
Aft er performing a bluesy cover of 
Patsy Cline’s “Walkin’ Aft er Midnight,” 
Clarkson joked, “I feel like I look like 
Beyonce with that song.” 
Listening to her sing that song, I 
felt I was sitt ing around a campfi re in 
my cowboy boots with 6,000 of my 
closest friends.
Clarkson was backed up by her 
nine-member band, which included a 
saxophonist and a trumpeter. Th e addi-
tion of the horns added a jazzy touch to 
her pop songs and a soulful pull for her 
rock songs.
Clarkson chose a variety of inter-
esting artists to cover, such as Th e 
Black Keys, Kings of Leon and Th e 
White Stripes.
My favorite was her short but pow-
erful cover of “Lies” by Th e Black Keys. 
Accompanied only by the sounds of an 
electric guitar and the piano, the song 
was haunting and bluesy and made 
Clarkson’s voice sound like luscious 
melting chocolate.
An interesting cover combined 
King of Leon’s hit “Use Somebody” 
with Alanis Morissett e’s, “Th at I Would 
Be Good.” Lyrics such as “I would be 
good even if I gained 10 pounds,” had 
the audience cheering for the slightly 
plumper singer.
Fan favorites, such as “Since U Been 
Gone,” and “Walk Away,” had the ladies 
and a good amount of males singing 
(and screaming) along. During the cho-
ruses, it was as if the crowd knew to im-
mediately start hopping up and down in 
a synchronized format.
Opening for Clarkson was pop-rock 
band Parachute and folk-pop singer Eric 
Hutchinson, who I recognized only be-
cause of his music video on VH1.
Both artists performed in front of a 
giant curtain that hid Clarkson’s stage 
behind it.
Despite the meager stage set-up, the 
playful Eric Hutchinson still delivered 
an enthusiastic performance, with the 
assistance of his four-member band and 
his snazzy white blazer.
During the song “Oh,” Hutchinson 
asked the audience to cheer for the song 
as if it was their favorite song.
His most well-known song, “Rock 
& Roll,” showcased his soprano range. I 
heard him hit notes only dogs should be 
able to hear. Sadly, the crowd cheered 
most when Hutchinson introduced 
Clarkson as the next performer.
One of the highlights of the show 
was when Clarkson and Hutchinson 
came together to perform the Michael 
Jackson classic, “Rock With You.” As I 
looked around the arena, it seemed ev-
eryone was dancing, and sections of the 
crowd were swaying from side to side 
together. 
I admit, I did a litt le shuffl  e myself. 
Who can resist two adorable singers 
awkwardly dancing around each other 
to such a great song?
When it was back to Clarkson per-
forming solo, the singer slowed down 
the mood with an acoustic version of 
“Behind Th ese Hazel Eyes” and gave the 
audience a chance to sing along by hold-
ing out her microphone. I found myself 
trying to write this review and sing at the 
same time.
Aft er faking a farewell to the audi-
ence, the lights blackened for a few mo-
ments. Suddenly, the arena lit up with 
fl ashing red and blue lights and Clark-
son’s DJ began scratching, giving off 
a dance club vibe. Clarkson came on-
stage to perform a cover of Th e White 
Stripes’ “Seven Nation Army,” giving 
the pop singer an edgier sound.
Clarkson ended the concert with 
the upbeat, rock-heavy “My Life Would 
Suck Without You,” which sent the au-
dience into its fi nal tizzy for the night. 
Th anks, Kelly Clarkson. My night 
would’ve sucked without your concert.
Concerteview:R
[ Photos by Kirsten Aguilar / Spartan Daily ]
Kelly Clarkson performed at the Event Center on Sunday night for 
her “All I Ever Wanted” tour.
Singer Eric Hutchinson opened for Kelly Clarkson on Sunday night 
and switched between the guitar and piano for his performance.
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 CLASSIFIED AD RATE 
INFORMATION
   • Each line averages 25 spaces.  
   • Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
        into an ad line.  
   • The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no 
        extra charge up to 20 spaces.  
      A minimum of three lines is required. 
       Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
    MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
   DAYS:          1          2          3          4
   RATE:     $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00  
   $2.50 each additional line after the third line. 
   $3.00 each additional day.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.    
 • ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
     FREQUENCY DISCOUNT:    40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
    SJSU STUDENT RATE:      FREE (student ID required)
 
     Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
    Frequency discount does not apply.
     www.thespartandaily.com
Previous SolutionFOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT 408-398-9847 
Call Kathy for details 
HOUSING
COTTAGE FOR RENT 1 bd house 
north of campus. Avail 1/1/10. No 
pets, no smokers, quiet person. 
800/mo + 500 dep. Call Ed @ 
(408)297-3532 
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
One block to campus
US & International students
Safe, Friendly, Homelike
Intercultural experience
Wireless Internet access
Computer lab/ Study room
Student kitchen
Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 
SERVICES
PROOFREADING for papers. 
Affordable! Easy. Submit online @ 
www.ThePaperDoctor.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL FIX 
Laptop & Part, Repair PC, Data 
Recovery, Remove Virus, TRADE 
GAME & Console, Next to SJSU. 
(408) 998-9990 
GIVE THE GIFT OF FAMILY 
Anonymous Sperm Donors Needed. 
Earn up to $100/ donation. Apply at: 
www.spermbank.com 
DOWNTOWN SELF STORAGE 
$49/$79 storage units available 
- 408-995-0700 -  
info@selfstoragesanjose.com 
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students 
needed ASAP. Earn up to $150 per 
day being a mystery shopper. No 
Experience Required. Call 1-800-
722-4791 
STUDENT WORK GREAT PAY
IF YOU CAN CUT IT
*   PART -TIME OPENINGS
*   $16.75 BASE - appt.
Vector, the company for students, 
has part-time openings available 
for customer sales/ service.
The positions offer numerous 
unique beneﬁts for students:
*   HIGH STARTING PAY
*   FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*   Internships possible
*   All major may apply
*   Scholarships awarded annually
*   Some conditions apply
*   No experience neccessary
*   Training provided
Earn income & gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus
throughout the semester, or call
nearest location for interview
San Jose - West (408) 866-1100
San Jose - South (408) 363-8610
Peninsula (650) 940-9400
East Bay (510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-25 per survey.  
www.GetPaidToThink.com 
IT’S EASY TO 
PLACE AN AD!
Spartan Daily classiﬁed ads 
appear in print and online. 
Register to place your ad at 
www.thespartandaily.com 
under 
Advertising, 
Classified Ads, 
Register 
(& use your credit card)
Questions? 
Call 408 - 924 - 3283
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for 
products or services advertised below 
nor is there any guarantee implied. The 
classiﬁed columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers are 
not approved or veriﬁed by the newspaper. 
Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to speciﬁc telephone 
numbers or adresses for additional 
information. Classiﬁed readers should be 
reminded that, when making these further 
contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for 
goods or services. In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise.
“It was a play that we ran 
(earlier in the game), and I think 
we threw to a diﬀ erent option,” 
Beauchman said. “I went back 
to the coaching staﬀ  and said 
that ‘My route would have been 
open for a big play’ … and that 
was the result.”
La Secla said the 57-yard 
gain could not have happened 
if not for great 
d o w n f i e l d 
blocking by 
wide receiver 
Kevin Jurovich 
and tight end 
Terrance Wil-
liams.
Th e pass put 
the Spartans 
at the Aggies 14-yard line. On 
third and six from the 10-yard 
line, SJSU running back Lamon 
Muldrow hit a crease and gained 
just enough for a ﬁ rst down at 
the four-yard line.
Th e Spartans then ran three 
running plays that gained two 
yards, which took time oﬀ  the 
clock and forced the Aggies to 
use their last timeout. 
Th e runs set up a chip shot 
ﬁ eld goal from 19 yards out 
with 38 seconds on the clock, 
which SJSU placekicker Ty-
ler Cope converted, giving the 
Spartans the lead.
“Anybody who thinks it’s 
easy to kick a ﬁ eld goal from 
the left with the game on the 
line — you never tried to make 
a two-foot putt, with a dollar 
on the line,” Tomey said.
Th e Aggies’ last chance to get 
into ﬁ eld goal range was all but 
dashed when defensive end Tra-
vis Johnson sacked New Mexico 
State quarterback Jeﬀ  Fleming, 
which took all but seven sec-
onds oﬀ  the clock. 
Fleming’s ﬁ nal pass was in-
complete, and the Spartans 
were victorious.
“People say it wasn’t pretty, 
but to me, it was beautiful,” 
Tomey said about the win. “It 
was the most beautiful thing I 
have ever seen.”
Th e Spartans looked sharp 
on their opening drive, after an 
Aggies punt. 
SJSU Starting quarterback 
Kyle Reed passed for 22 yards 
and rushed for 23 yards, put-
ting the Spartans inside the Ag-
gies 10-yard line.
But the drive appeared to 
stall after Reed was sacked on 
third and goal from the ﬁ ve-
yard line. La Secla said 
Reed broke his pinky on the 
play, which ultimately knocked 
him out of the game.
T o m e y 
chose to go for 
it on fourth 
down, putting 
the ball into La 
Secla’s hands, 
even though he 
had not played 
a down.
La Se-
cla came through, throwing a 
7-yard touchdown pass to Ju-
rovich, just out of reach of an 
Aggies defender.
La Secla said he was not to-
tally ready for the play.
“I was ready to play at any 
time, but actually, I wasn’t, 
because I really wasn’t ready 
at that time,” La Secla said. 
“Coach (Terry) Malley told me 
to be ready, to keep my mind 
and head in the game, and it 
happened a lot sooner than I 
expected.”
Th e touchdown catch was 
Jurovich’s ﬁ rst this season.
“He made a really great 
catch,” La Secla said. “Th e guy 
was kind of hanging on him, 
and I just tried to put it on him 
as soon as possible, and as you 
can see, he practically caught it 
with one hand.”
With the Spartans up 10-0 
and driving into Aggies terri-
tory, Tomey decided to go for 
another fourth down. 
Th is time it didn’t work, 
which gave the Aggies much 
needed life.
“We went for it on fourth 
down a couple times at the 
goal line,” Tomey said. “And 
I think we ended about plus-
one on that. … Instead of 
two field goals for six, we got 
seven.”
Th e Aggies would take ad-
vantage of the turnover on 
downs, driving 80 yards on 
nine plays, capped by a Fleming 
1-yard touchdown run.
New Mexico State blocked 
a 45-yard ﬁ eld goal attempt 
by Cope right before the half, 
keeping the deﬁ cit at three go-
ing into halftime.
Th e Aggies tied the game 
with a 24-yard ﬁ eld goal mid-
way through the third quarter.
Th e Spartans oﬀ ense picked 
up just ﬁ ve ﬁ rst downs in four 
drives to start the second half.
But in their last drive late 
in the fourth, the Spartans ﬁ n-
ished.
“It’s been a tough season, but 
we stayed together, this team, 
and we ended it like we want-
ed to,” SJSU linebacker Travis 
Jones said. “We sent everybody 
in this stadium out on a win-
ning note.”
(Above) Head coach Dick Tomey embraces defensive tackle Kalvin Cressel, No.94 , fol-
lowing the Spartans 13-10 victory over New Mexico State on Saturday. 
(Below) Wde receiver Kevin Jurovich , No.6 , celebrates his fi rst touchdown reception 
of  the year during the fi rst quarter.
[ Photos by John Sebastian Russo / Contributing photographer]
“People say it wasn’t 
pretty, but to me, 
it was beautiful. 
It was the most 
beautiful thing I have 
ever seen.”
- Dick Tomey
Head coach
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This story has an
A tiger has jumped into the 
ocean, and the sharks are cir-
cling.
Tiger Woods, the superman 
of golf, pulled out of his drive-
way at 2:25 a.m. Friday in his 
Cadillac SUV, ran into a ﬁ re hy-
drant and then hit a tree.
Woods was later found by a 
neighbor, passed out and bleed-
ing, according to a 911 call from 
the day of the accident.
Normally when I hear a sto-
ry like this, my ﬁ rst thought is: 
Someone has been hitting the 
wet bar.
Police said this incident did 
not involve alcohol. I guess we 
should assume no drugs as well.
Reports have started circulat-
ing that Woods may have been 
accused of having an aﬀ air, and 
that this incident could be a case 
of domestic violence — wife on 
husband domestic violence.
According to the police re-
port, Woods’ wife, Elin Norde-
gren used a golf club to break 
the rear window of the vehicle, 
and then pulled Woods from the 
SUV after she heard the accident 
from inside their home.
Tiger, you have some ‘splai-
nin’ to do.
As of this morning, Woods 
had not yet spoken with police 
investigators about the incident.
I think Woods would do well 
for himself if he fully explained 
the accident to the police. 
But, in this TMZ-driven soci-
ety, we all want the dirt.
We want to see pictures of 
the accused mistress. We want 
to see pictures of the nine-iron 
sized divot in the side of Woods’ 
head.
Frankly, the furor over this 
incident is sickening, and I am 
worn out by the tabloid nation.
Th is repulsion does not come 
from any respect for Woods. He’s 
just a guy who happens to make 
a lot of money hitting balls.
I am repulsed by what the 
tabloid nation has done to us 
and what it ends up doing to 
people.
We’ve evolved into a nation 
of ghouls seeking to devour the 
ﬂ esh of fallen stars.
Google Trends, an index of 
search requests, was swamped 
by searches for Woods’ accused 
mistress.
Why do we care? Don’t we 
have better things to do with our 
time? Cyber Monday? Eyebrow 
threading?
Have our lives become so 
empty that all we care about is 
the next nipple slip or the next 
celebrity burnout?
I’ll admit that my eyes do drift 
toward “Star” and “Th e National 
Enquirer” when I am waiting in 
line at the grocery store, and I 
also rubber-neck when I see car 
crashes.
But, I always feel dirty when I 
do it — unclean.
Fight those base reactions and 
spend that energy on something 
more worthy.
Let’s all go back into our 
caves, and let the police handle 
the situation.
Woods does have to answer to 
them, and perhaps his wife will 
as well. 
In the end, he owes us noth-
ing except to continue to excel in 
a mind-numbing sport and sell a 
load of polo shirts for Nike.
Visit us at theSpartanDaily.com
Comment online about any of the 
articles published in the Spartan Daily. 
Let’s save mon-
ey by spending money. 
Th is year I “participated” in Black 
Friday — the day after Th anks-
giving when retail stores oﬀ er 
out-of-this-world specials, caus-
ing shoppers to go buck-wild 
with their MasterCards.
Originally, accounting records 
kept by hand in red ink meant ﬁ -
nancial loss (“in the red”), whereas 
black ink (“in the black”) meant 
proﬁ t, according to the Black Fri-
day and Cyber Monday Web site.
Th us, Black Friday is a beacon 
of economic hope for retailers in 
the holiday season.
Every Th anksgiving and 
Christmas break, I return home 
to New Hampshire — or, the 
land of no sales tax.
California sales tax ranges 
from 8.25 percent to 10.25 per-
cent, depending on county and 
district taxes, according to the Ac-
counting and Financial Services 
Web site.
Meanwhile, New Hampshire 
sales tax is 0 percent. Be jealous, 
California. Be jealous.
Th e New Hampshire motto is 
“Live Free or Die.” So I guess sales 
tax in New Hampshire would be a 
gross injustice to our livelihood. 
Th ere is a deﬁ nite emphasis on 
the “die” part, because there are 
no seat belt laws, it is legal to call 
or text while driving and helmets 
are not required on motorcycles.
Enough with New Hampshire 
fun facts.
I have never been a fan of 
malls or shopping, but I thought 
this year I would give it a try.
Most stores opened around 
4 a.m. Many stores have some-
thing called “early bird specials,” 
in which either products are spe-
cially priced or the ﬁ rst 100 cus-
tomers score a $10 gift card.
I had no idea people would 
wake up at such an hour to shop, 
but seasoned Black Friday pa-
trons know not to show up before 
5 a.m.
I rolled into the Mall of New 
Hampshire around 3 p.m. to see 
what all the fuss was about, clear-
ly missing all the exciting crack-
of-dawn deals.
Since I am a poor college stu-
dent, I had to walk past blaring 
“50 percent oﬀ ” and “Buy One 
Get One Free” signs. Th at was a 
feat. I swear one hissed my name.
My Black Friday experience 
involved Cinnabon and laugh-
ing at the expense of other fran-
tic shoppers — secretly wishing I 
was one of them — as I made out 
with my cinnamon roll.
Th e people-watching loca-
tion my friends and I chose was 
in front of the Gaps. Yes, I meant 
the plural. Baby Gap, Gap Kids 
and the regular Gap took up 
one lengthy stretch of the mall 
and happened to be Cinnabon’s 
neighbor.
I sat with baited breath, hop-
ing that two customers would 
lock in battle over an angora scarf 
or some out-of-this-world deal. 
Alas, mall patrons were friendly, 
nay helpful! I was not sure if it 
was the small-town mentality — 
“strangers are just friends you 
haven’t met yet.”
Maybe the possibility of a 
swine ﬂ u outbreak prevented 
close encounters with other 
shoppers.
Despite the congenial attitude, 
there was still a stampede of shop-
pers.
It was like Great America 
sponsored a free ticket giveaway. 
Except there were no amusement 
park rides. Th e only thing await-
ing the customers was a weary 
cashier and growing debt.
I failed to see the thrill.
Th e only exciting part was 
that, according to retail America, 
Christmas is a go!
Christmas has oﬃ  cially 
begun. Snowﬂ akes, Christmas 
trees and ﬂ ashes of red could be 
found throughout the entire mall, 
completely dismissing the exis-
tence of Th anksgiving.
As wild-eyed customers ﬂ ood-
ed retail stores, ﬁ lled checkout 
lines and loaded their wobbly 
arms with sale items, I drudged 
out of the mall empty-handed.
I will save money by not 
spending money.
Black Friday — the New Hampshire way
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Jill Abell
Yes, I Have a Point
Angelo Lanham
Like a tiger caught in headlights
Angelo Lanham is a Spartan 
Daily copy editor. 
“Yes, I Have a Point” appears 
every Tuesday. 
... retailers have registered 10.66 billion 
dollars this past Black Friday, which is a 0.5 
percent increase in sales compared with 
last year’s Black Friday?
... one of the fastest selling items during 
Black Friday was the Snuggie blanket?
Did you know ... ?
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Virtual consumerism starts fewer riots  — not as fun
I was at work when I heard it.
I froze in my tracks. My gaze 
became vacant — more vacant 
than usual, even.
Th e hand not holding a tray 
clenched, involuntarily, into a 
ﬁ st. Th e world around me stood 
suddenly still.
Objects in the process of fall-
ing became suspended in air.
Patrons were frozen in mid-
conversation, exaggerated hand 
gestures and all — as those tinny 
little notes crept from the loud-
speaker into my eardrums.
Christmas music. Two days 
after Th anksgiving. Christmas 
music.
I know, I know, the minute the 
coveted Th anksgiving turkey be-
comes three months of leftovers, 
to be made into an endless and 
increasingly unappetizing line of 
sandwiches, soups and milkshakes 
—  anything to use it up, it may 
as well be Christmas.
Hell, the minute Halloween 
passes and becomes Nov. 1, it 
may as well be Christmas. As 
far as Walgreens is concerned, 
Christmas does start pretty early 
— as October wanes, employees 
can be seen waiting in the wings 
with tinsel and animated Santa 
dolls, ready to trim the store.
But the lounge lizard crooning 
crap about how I should have a 
merry little Christmas brought 
consumerism to my mind. On 
Th anksgiving, I was talking to a 
bartender at my restaurant who 
said she was going to get up at 
2:30 a.m. in order to patronize 
Black Friday.
I told her she was approxi-
mately nine types of crazy — that 
to join the ranks of riotous mobs 
ready to trample, torch and maim 
the moment the store doesn’t 
open at 5 a.m. on the dot — is an 
utterly ridiculous way to honor 
the nation’s national pastime — 
consuming.
Th e interesting part to me is 
that, in this era of constant Twit-
tering, text messaging, Facebook-
ing, iPhone app-ing, etc., what 
grabs us the day after Th anksgiv-
ing is still the good, old-fashioned 
trip to an actual physical store to 
beat down your neighbors with 
an actual, physical rake and take 
from them whatever happens to 
be this year’s equivalent of Tickle 
Me Elmo.
You could have done this Black 
Friday shopping on the Amazon 
Web site, but I suspect that online 
holiday shopping is just not very 
exciting. After all, how are you 
going to club your fellow shop-
pers out of the way when you 
can’t even see them?
All things considered, I think 
it’s interesting that the low-tech 
practice of leaving your house, 
traveling to a store and purchas-
ing a physical product (met with 
the even older-fashioned gladia-
tor-style battling that undoubt-
edly ensues) still prevails in some 
cases.
I’ll tell you where it doesn’t 
prevail: Blockbuster Video. If 
you’ve traveled around even a lit-
tle, you’ve probably seen a Block-
buster. Th ere’s a reason for this — 
the advent of VHS cassette tapes 
provided a booming industry 
Blockbuster cashed in on, ensur-
ing an ample number of locations 
for the chain.
In your recent travels, though, 
there’s a good chance you’ve seen 
bright, abrasive signs in the win-
dows of Blockbuster’s locations 
that tell of going-out-of-business 
sales. Th ere’s a reason for this 
— everyone is doing this sort of 
thing online now.
I toddled by a Blockbuster on 
the way to the Caravan with a 
friend and noted that it was a bit 
of a bummer that the downtown 
location had bitten the bullet. She 
thought it mattered little, though, 
since greener versions of the same 
service can be procured from the 
comfort of your home.
Well cripes. Conundrum. I’m 
as green as the next guy, but there 
are certain things I want to have 
to do. If I want to rent a movie, I 
want to have to get up oﬀ  my lazy 
ass, creep to some video store, 
and get it myself. I want to have 
to work for it.
At the same time, though, I 
really don’t want to cause the ex-
tinction of the polar bears.
It ties into the way I feel about 
having a hard copy of a newspa-
per. It really beats reading a ﬂ uo-
rescent eyestrain-inducing online 
version with a stick. I’m not an 
advocate of the slaughter of inno-
cent trees, but godammit, I like 
my newspaper.
Th e solution to my little hissy 
ﬁ t is elusive. How can the old-
school practice of moving around 
and doing things mesh with the 
new, simple, one-click digital 
world?
In a generation or two, it’s 
completely feasible that we will 
have a set of people who have nev-
er known a time when online was 
not the prevalent method of news 
gathering — people who have 
never known a time when renting 
a ﬁ lm didn’t involve clicking an 
“add to cart” button and a virtual 
checkout, before installment 12 
of “Twilight” (I’m just guessing) 
zaps down to your computer.
I’m not a Blockbuster ﬂ ag wa-
ver. Th ey should have seen the 
writing on the wall and adapted 
to changing technology. But I re-
ally like my neighborhood video 
store — the one-location won-
der. And, I’m afraid that if you 
make my life too easy, I’ll turn 
into a squishy-faced blob, getting 
through life by pushing buttons, a 
la “WALL-E.”
Rant, rant, rant. What do you 
think?
Executive Editor
Hank Drew
$ $$ $$ $$$$$ $ $$ $$ $$$$$ $ $$ $$ $$$$$ $ $$ $$ $$$$$ $ $$ $$ $$$$$ $ $$ $$ $$$$$
Th e Saint Mary’s Gaels out-
scored the SJSU Spartans by 19 
in the second half en route to a 
78-71 victory Monday at Walt 
McPherson Court.
During the ﬁ rst half, the Spar-
tans (2-3) held a 45-33 halftime 
lead, but in the second half, the 
Spartans struggled defensively.
“I don’t want to start out with 
excuses, but 
Justin Gra-
ham (Spartan 
guard) was 
c r a m p i n g 
up and he 
couldn’t play,” 
head coach 
George Ness-
man said. 
“We had to sit 
him out and I think that’s really 
when they (Gaels) went on their 
run.”
Spartan forward C.J. Webster 
said the Spartans oﬀ ense played 
poorly in the second half, shoot-
ing only 28 percent from the 
ﬁ eld.
“I don’t usually shoot air-ball 
free throws,” Webster said. “I 
was thinking about it the whole 
time. If I just made those two 
free throws, we wouldn’t be los-
ing right now.”
Th ere were several collisions 
involving Spartans in the second 
half.
At one point, SJSU guard 
Adrian Oliver hurdled the an-
nouncer’s desk after a tense strug-
gle for the ball, nearly taking out 
an innocent bystander.
Shortly after, SJSU guard Mac 
Peterson attempted a slam dunk, 
but the ball grazed the net as he 
fell on to the ground.
Nessman said Webster’s early 
foul in the second half led to his 
reoccurring fouls, and he was 
forced to take him out of the 
game.
Nessman said Saint Mary’s 
(5-1) was successful because their 
players handled the intensity of 
the game better.
“We didn’t panic — that’s 
what won us the game,” said 
Randy Bennett, Saint Mary’s 
head coach. “We kept our com-
posure. We didn’t unravel.”
He said in 
the ﬁ rst half the 
Spartans made 
a lot of diﬃ  cult 
shots, which he 
said was intimi-
dating.
Near the 
8-minute mark, 
Spartans held a 
13-point lead 
over Saint Mary’s in the ﬁ rst half.
Bennett said the Spartans 
were scoring the majority of their 
points in the key during the ﬁ rst 
half.
“We underestimated them a 
little bit,” he said.
Gaels guard Wayne Hunter 
said he attributed the Gaels’ suc-
cess to their consistency and ag-
gression in the second half.
“We came out a little more ag-
gressive,” Hunter said. “First half 
they came out hard, but I think 
(in the) second half, we out-
played them a little bit, and we 
just stayed aggressive.”
With less than a minute to 
play in the game, all hope was 
lost for the Spartans, especially 
when Spartan guard Oliver lost 
the ball by clotheslining Gaels 
center Omar Samhan late in the 
game.
Webster said he is still conﬁ -
dent in the Spartans and expects 
future wins.
“It doesn’t matter against who, 
it doesn’t matter by how much,” 
he said. “If we play Spartan bas-
ketball, we play with intensity on 
defense, we move around with 
the ball, we move as a team.”
8[ ] Spartan Daily Tuesday, December 1, 2009SPORTS
Early lead vanishes 
in Spartans’ loss 
 
Men’s basketball
SJSU guard Justin Gra-
ham hit a go-ahead shot with 
11 seconds remaining and the 
Spartans held on to defeat Pa-
ciﬁ c 59-55 Saturday at Walt 
McPherson Court.
Spartan guard Robert 
Owens had a career-high 22 
points. He made six of SJSU’s 
seven 3-pointers. 
Th e Spartans ﬁ nished the 
game on a 9-0 run, holding 
the Tigers scoreless for the ﬁ nal 
3:54 of the game.
C.J. Webster had a game-
high 14 rebounds to go along 
with 12 points and two steals. 
He made two free throws with 
one second remaining to se-
cure the victory.
Th e Spartans improved to 
2-2 with the victory. 
Th e loss ended the Tigers 
(4-1) 4-game winning streak 
to be
Women’s basketball
Th e women’s basketball 
team ﬁ nished fourth in the 
Boca Bridge Hotel Holiday 
Tournament in Boca Raton, 
Florida on Saturday. 
    Th e Spartans lost 78-33 to 
Mississippi on Friday and 71-
64 to Fordham on Saturday. 
Sports
Brief
[ Photos by Katrina Kane / Contributing photographer ]
(Above)Spartans center 
Chris Oakes attempts to 
go the basket as he is de-
fended by St Mary’s center 
Omar Samhan during the 
Spartans 78-71 loss Mon-
day at Walt Mcpherson 
Court. The Spartans shot 
28 percent from the fi eld in 
the second half, blowing a 
12-point halftime lead.
(Right) Spartans center 
Chris Oakes looks to the 
sideline during the 
Spartans’ loss. Oakes 
fi nished with 14 points, 
sinking 7 of  13 shots in 32 
minutes of  play. He fi n-
ished with nine rebounds 
in the game.
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This story has an
By Jill Abell
Staff Writer
“We didn’t panic — that’s 
what won us the game. 
We kept our composure. 
We didn’t unravel.”
- Randy Bennett 
St. Mary’s head coach
